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What a difference two weeks makes. A high temperature of about 20 degrees greeted us at our February 
match. Only 20 brave shooters made it out to shoot, not 60 like Thunder Creek Kid has been telling people. He 
was proud of himself for making the Top 20! Congrats to Crazy Cryder our Top Overall/Men’s Shooter and to 
Angie Oakley our Top Ladies Shooter. Welcome to Tusco, Random Lee. Hope everyone had a great time 
despite the weather.  
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Past Western Stars of Film & TV -- Part II 

�
Well, Winter is still with us.  While the weather has been mild (for Winter) there's still lotsa time to re-visit the 
Westerns that we watched as kids.  Even if you've never or rarely seen many of these cowboys, through the 
magic of VHS/DVD technology, we can still view much of their work. 
 

Have you visited [http://objflicks.com/thoseoldwesterns.htm] yet??? 
 

This Website features a wonderful video about old Western stars. 
 

So......Round up some DVDs of old movies, make some popcorn, and settle in for more Winter fun! 
 

 

Monte Hale (1919 – 2009) was a  
B-Western film star and country musician. 
 

Monte was born as Buren Ely in Ada, 
Oklahoma.  It was reported that he was born 
in Texas because it sounded better for the 
movies.  Buren played the guitar and sang 
in Texas, Vaudeville, and local rodeo 
shows.  During WW II, Buren was a 
replacement guitarist with the Stars Over 
Texas Bond Drive, which led to a friendship 
with several Republic Pictures stars and 
staff.  At the completion of the tour, 
Republic signed him to a seven-year 
contract, and promptly discarded his birth 
name for the more appealing name of 
Monte Hale.   
 

After a quick apprenticeship in a couple of 
bit parts, Hale was given the lead in Home 
on the Range (1946), which led to a five-
year run as one of Republic's popular 
singing-cowboy stars. 
 

Following the demise of the B-Western in 
the early 1950s, Hale toured the country as 
part of a musical cowboy act in rodeos and 
circuses.   

He made a few television guest appearances and taught James Dean his rope tricks during their work together 
on Giant (1956).  Then, Hale retired from films.  In his later years, he wrote songs and continued making 
appearances at Western film fan conventions. 
 

In 1998, a Golden Palm Star on the Palm Springs, California, Walk of Stars was dedicated to him. 
On November 12, 2004, for his work in movies, he received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  He was 
also instrumental in the foundation of what is now the Autry National Center of the American West. 
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Buck Jones (1891 - 1942) was one of the greatest of 
the B-Western stars.  Although born in Indiana, Jones 
reportedly grew up on a ranch in Oklahoma, and there 
learned the riding and shooting skills that would stand 
him in good stead as a hero of Westerns. After his 
military service, he took a job with the Miller 
Brothers 101 Ranch Wild West Show and soon 
became champion bronco buster for the show.   
 

During WWI, Buck trained horses for the Allied 
armies.  After the war, he toured with the Ringling 
Brothers circus, then settled in Hollywood, where 
Jones got work in a number of Westerns starring Tom 
Mix and Franklyn Farnum.  Buck quickly climbed to 
the upper ranks of Western stardom.  With his famed 
horse Silver, Jones was one of the most successful 
and popular actors in the genre, and at one point he 
was receiving more fan mail than any actor in the 
world.  
 

In 1942, Jones was severely burned in a fire while 
participating in a war-bond-selling tour.  He died two 
days later.  He remains a hero to thousands who 
followed his film adventures.  Between 1918 and 
1942, Buck mad over 160 movies, most of them 
Westerns. 

 

In 1997 a Golden Palm Star on the Palm Springs, California, Walk of Stars was dedicated to him. 
In 1960, Jones was honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame for his contributions to the motion 
picture industry.  The star is located at 6834 Hollywood Boulevard. 
 
 
 

Ken Maynard (1895 - 1973) was a trick rider with the Buffalo Bill Wild 
West Show and Ringling Brothers, and a champion rodeo rider.  His 
movie debut, The Man Who Won (1923), was the first of many for this 
early cowboy movie superstar.  Ken became a star in some twenty silent 
Westerns for Warner Brothers, and was in his prime and at the top of his 
game with audiences.  With his palomino Tarzan, he was world famous.  
 

Maynard was the first singing cowboy in the movies.  During the 1930s, 
he dropped out of movies and went back to rodeo work.  He did a few 
more low-budget films in the early 1940s, and then retired for good 
except for bit parts.  His final years were tainted by his association with a 
girlfriend who encouraged him to sell phony memorabilia.  He lived in a 
cheap trailer park, drank heavily and suffered from ill health.  Ken died 
largely forgotten and in poverty at the Woodland Hills Motion Picture 
Home on March 30, 1973. 
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Tim McCoy (1891 – 1978) was one of the great stars of early 
Westerns.  After seeing a Wild West show in Chicago, McCoy 
left school and found work on a Wyoming ranch. He became 
an expert horseman and roper and developed a keen knowledge 
of the ways and languages of the Indian tribes in the area.  
Because of his friendship to the Wind River Reservation 
Indians, McCoy was able to provide Indian extras for the 
Western extravaganza, The Covered Wagon (1923).  After the 
film wrapped, McCoy and his Indian group toured the U.S. and 
Europe. 
 

McCoy returned to Hollywood and used his connections to 
obtain further work in the movies.  McCoy rapidly rose to 
stardom, making scores of Westerns and occasional non-
Westerns.  In 1935, he left Hollywood, first to tour with the 
Ringling Brothers Circus and then with his own Wild West 
show.  His 1938 Wild West Show cost over $300,000 to mount 
and closed in bankruptcy in just 28 days.  He returned to films 
in 1940, in a series teaming him with Buck Jones and Raymond 
Hatton, but WWII and Jones's death in 1942 ended the project.   
 

McCoy emerged in the late 1940s for a few more films and 
some television work.  In 1973, Tim McCoy was inducted into 
the Western Performers Hall of Fame at the National Cowboy 
& Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.   

 
 

Hoot Gibson (1892 – 1962) was one of the 1920s' most popular matinée 
heroes.  He was born Edmund Gibson in Tekamah, Nebraska.  As a child 
he grew up among horses and received his first pony at the age of 2-1/2. 
His family moved to California when he was 7.  At age 13, he ran away 
from home and joined a circus.  Later work included punching cows in 
both Wyoming and Colorado, and working for the Miller 101 Ranch.  In 
1907 he toured the USA and Australia with the Dick Stanley-Bud 
Atkinson Wild West Show. 
 

By 1910 Hoot had found an "in" to the movie business as one of the 
industry's first stuntmen.  Director Francis Boggs was looking for 
experienced cowboys and stunt doubles to appear in his western short 
Pride of the Range (1910), The Two Brothers (1910), and several 
others for the next few years. 
 

In 1912, at age 20, Hoot won the title "All-Around Champion Cowboy" 
at the famed annual Pendleton, Oregon Round-Up.  He also won the 
steer-roping World Championship at the Calgary Stampede.    
Hoot picked up a couple of more strong connections in the film industry with western star Harry Carey and 
director John Ford.  Hoot worked his way up to co-star status in a series of short westerns, most of which were 
directed by his now close friend Ford.  Films such as The Fighting Brothers (1919), The Black Horse Bandit 
(1919), Rustlers (1919), Gun Law (1919), The Gun Packer (1919) and By Indian Post (1919) eventually led 
to his solo starring success. 
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Gibson's light, comedic, tongue-in-cheek manner only added to his sagebrush appeal, especially to children and 
women.  His vehicles were non-violent for the most part, and he rarely was spotted carrying a gun while riding 
his palomino horse Goldie.  Not a particularly handsome man, his boyish appeal and non-threatening demeanor 
were his aces in the hole -- a major distinction that separated him from the more ascetic cowboy stars of the 
past.  By 1925 Hoot was making approximately $14,500 a week. 
 

Gibson died of cancer at the Motion Picture Country Home in Woodland Hills, California, just a couple of 
weeks after his 70th birthday.  He received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and, in 1979, was inducted 
into the Western Performers Hall of Fame at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
City. 
 
 

 

Sunset Carson (1920 - 1990) was a B-Western 
star who had a brief career in the 1940s.  Sunset 
Carson was born with the decidedly unheroic 
name of Winifred Harrison in Oklahoma.  He 
moved to Plainview, Texas, as a boy and became 
a successful rodeo rider.  Supposedly spotted at a 
rodeo by Tom Mix, Carson was given a job in 
Mix's touring circus/Wild West Show.  He also 
claimed to have appeared in a few bit parts in 
movies before traveling to South America in 
1940 and winning the Champion All-Around 
Cowboy awards in Buenos Aires two years in a 
row. 
 

Harrison returned to the US, and got small parts 
in such films as Stage Door Canteen (1943) and 
Janie (1944) before being spotted by Republic 
pictures.  He became the star of a series of B-
Westerns, and changed his name to Sunset 
Carson.  Within two years Carson was #10 on the 
list of top money-making western stars, but 
Republic parted ways with him in 1946.  
 

Carson continued to make Westerns, but he never 
again achieved the level of success he had had at 
Republic.   

After a string of very low-budget westerns for other companies, Carson retired from films in 1985 after making 
the sci-fi western Alien Outlaw (1985).  Sunset Carson toured with Tommy Scott's Country Music Circus and 
Wild West Show.  He replaced Tim McCoy after his death and stayed with them for five seasons. Thereafter he 
lived in retirement, making film appearances and attending western film conventions. 
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Dick Foran (1910 - 1979) was a matinée idol of B-Western 
movies. He started as a band singer and then sang on the radio.  
He was hired by Warner Brothers as a supporting actor who 
could croon a tune when called upon.  His good looks and good 
natured personality made him a natural choice for the supporting 
cast.  His first starring role was in the Western Treachery Rides 
the Range (1936) which was Warner Brothers answer to Gene 
Autry.   
 

In the Westerns that followed, he would sing the tune while 
riding the horse or romancing the gal.  Whether it was Song of 
the Saddle (1936) or California Mail  (1936), his character 
name may be different, but "The Singing Cowboy"' tag was 
always the same.  While at Warner Brothers, he also played 
straight dramatic roles, supporting the star.  In 1940, Dick 
headed for Universal where he was, again, in the supporting 
cast.  He worked in serials, Rangers of Fortune (1940); horror, 
The Mummy's Hand (1940); to comedy, Ride 'Em Cowboy 
(1942).  His signature theme "I'll Remember April" was 
introduced in Ride 'Em Cowboy (1942).  After that, roles were 
sporadic.  He made a half dozen films in the late fifties and did 
some Television.  His last film role was in Donovan's Reef 
(1963) with his longtime friend John Wayne. 

 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�

��!�����	!"��;�$�$$�1	���!	&�%
	<.��!(
�.(�
�

7����2�)�����������������&"������"���������)��9���� ����"��
�.���,������%�	"��9����"�9�6�B������!����-�������)� ������5�

�
�

 



=��� � � � � �
�

Guinn "Big Boy" Williams  (1899 - 1962) appeared in memorable 
westerns such as Dodge City (1939), Santa Fe Trail (1940), and The 
Comancheros (1961).  He was introduced to motion pictures by Will 
Rogers.  Rogers nicknamed him "Big Boy" because he was 6' 2" and 
had a muscular build from years of working on ranches and playing 
semi-pro and professional baseball. 
 

Williams made his screen debut in the 1919 comedy, Almost A 
Husband.  Throughout the 1920s, Williams would have a string of 
successful films, mostly Westerns.  He then appeared in The Great 
Meadow alongside Johnny Mack Brown.  Throughout the 1930s, 
Williams acted in supporting roles, mostly in Westerns, sports, or 
outdoor dramas.  He was always employed, and was successful as both 
a B-picture leading man and a supporting actor in A-pictures.  He often 
played alongside Hoot Gibson and Harry Carey during that period.  In 
1941, he became one of many actors cast by Universal Pictures in their 
large film series, Riders of Death Valley.  From the late 1930s to the 
mid-1940s, Williams appeared in supporting roles in a number of A-
pictures, sometimes with high billing, such as Columbia's first 
Technicolor film, The Desperadoes (1943). 
 

Williams was frequently teamed with Alan Hale, Sr. as sidekicks to 
Errol Flynn in several of his pictures.  In 1960, he was cast in the epic 
film The Alamo and in Home from the Hill  with Robert Mitchum.  
His last role was opposite his close friend John Wayne and Stuart 
Whitman in The Comancheros.  

 

Wayne Morris (1914 - 1959) has the 
dubious honor of being the last of the 
B-Western heroes, and his film Two 
Guns And A Badge (1954), was the 
last of the low-budget series 
Westerns.  Born in Los Angeles, he 
attended the famous Pasadena 
Playhouse on a scholarship, and 
signed with Warner Brothers. 
 

In his first Western role, Morris 
supported Dick Foran in Land 
Beyond The Law.  Morris' first 
Western of note came in 1941 in the 
Warner Brothers' Bad Men Of 
Missouri in which he plays one of 
the notorious Younger brothers. 
 
 

During WWII, Morris flew F6F Hellcats for the navy.  Returning to Hollywood after the war, Morris began to 
receive good, co-starring roles in 1947-48 and in 1949 mounted up for his third Western, The Younger 
Brothers.  In 1951 when he returned to the Western genre again with star Rod Cameron for the routine but 
efficient Columbia oater, Stage To Tucson.  Williams continued to make successful Westerns throughout the 
50s.  In the late 50's Morris, like so many other actors of the day, turned to the TV medium for work.  From 
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1957 until his death, he appeared in a number of TV Westerns, and starred in an unsold TV pilot called They 
Went Thataway. 
 
Wayne Morris' tragic death on September 14, 1959 at the age of 45 was a bizarre and ironic one.  While visiting 
his old wartime commander and watching aerial maneuvers on the bridge of a carrier off the coast of Monterey, 
he collapsed and died of a heart attack . He was buried at Arlington National Cemetery with full military 
honors.   
 
Morris' last screen appearance came in 1961 in Buffalo Gun, a low-budget Globe production that featured 
singer Marty Robbins.  It was not released until three years after it was filmed, and ironically, two years 
following Morris' death. 
 

Alan Ladd (1913 - 1964) appeared in almost 100 
films from 1932 to 1964.  He was born in Arkansas, 
but moved to California in the 1920s. 
As a child, Ladd was nicknamed “Tiny” because of his 
diminutive, frail appearance.  He overcame playground 
taunts by excelling at athletics, and he was a standout 
swimmer and runner by his teen years.  Injuries dashed 
his hopes of competing in the 1932 Olympics, so Ladd 
turned his attention to acting, and landed small parts in 
movies throughout most of the 30s. 
 

In 1942 Ladd appeared as an evil paid gunman out for 
revenge in This Gun for Hire .  His performance made 
him a star, and he was thereafter cast in leading roles 
in such quality films as The Glass Key (1942), Lucky 
Jordan (1942), Salty O’Rourke (1945), The Blue 
Dahlia (1946), and Two Years Before the Mast 
(1946).  Ladd’s humourless presence made him a 
natural for film noir mysteries, and his athleticism was 
well suited to Westerns and swashbuckling epics.  
Ladd was consistently voted one of the top 10 box 
office personalities in the United States during this 
period. 

 

 

In the 1950s Ladd pursued a diversity of roles so as not to be typecast as a detective or a brooding tough guy.  
He starred in many popular western features, the most notable being George Stevens’s Shane (1953).  A 
landmark in American cinema, Shane is widely regarded as Ladd’s best film and greatest role.  His other 
Westerns from this decade include Drum Beat (1954), The Big Land (1957), and The Badlanders (1958). 
 
Shane was to prove Ladd’s last major box office success; in the remaining decade of his life, good roles were 
scarce and his problems with depression and alcohol increased.  A self-inflicted gunshot wound nearly took his 
life in 1962, but he rallied to deliver one last performance in what was probably the best film of his later years, 
The Carpetbaggers (1964).  In January 1964 he was found dead from cerebral edema brought on by a mixture 
of alcohol and sedatives.  His death was ruled accidental. 
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PATRIOT CASTING 
" BULLETS OF THE CHAMPIONS" 

STATE           REGIONAL          
NATIONAL 

LIFE-R SASS# 44051    614-736-1077 
3400 BRUCETON AVE. COLUMBUS, 
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