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An absolutely perfect day for Cowboy Action Shooting. 78 Shooters joined us at our June match. Thank 
you all for the continued support! Congrats to Billy Badazz our Top Overall/Men’s Shooter and to Honey B. 
Quick our Top Ladies Shooter. Also to the 9 Clean Shooters on the day. Welcome back to Tusco, Buffalo Balu, 
and Loose Lucy. Welcome to Tusco, Callhan Kid, Real McCoy, and Wyatt N Erdy. Hope you enjoyed Tusco 
and will be back. Special thank you to Life-R with Patriot Casting, Billy Badazz with Badazz Bullets, and One 
Shot Al/Needle Eye Annie with LouAnn’s Sewing Shoppe for their donations to the prize table.  
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Although it didn't receive any major awards, the original 3:10 Yuma is considered one of the best westerns of the 1950s.  Glenn 
Ford starred as the self-assured villain Ben Wade, and Van Heflin as the honorable and downtrodden Dan Evans, who must escort 
Wade to the train to prison.  The opening song, "3:10 to Yuma" by Ned Washington and George Duning and sung by Frankie 
Lane, talks about the fate that awaits everyone involved.  The remake of 3:10 To Yuma, also based on a short story by Elmore 
Leonard, is one of the best movies of 2007.  Russell Crowe nails the character of Ben Wade, a cocky, take-what-he-wants cowboy, 
with a posse of bad men as loyal to him as dogs are to their owners.   The plot of the two films is about 80% the same.  Both films 
maintain the psychological edginess and witty banter between Ben Wade and Dan Evans. 
 
Ben Wade 
Glenn Ford played the role perfectly.  Cool, determined, and even though we knew he was the villain, he wasn't a man you would 
hate or outwardly fear.  Russell Crowe takes those attributes and layers them with more interesting elements.  Crowe has a sense of 
humor we rarely get to see in his films, and between the brilliant dialogue and his ability to change that serious face into one that 
looks mischievous and happy at that same time, is quite enjoyable.  The role was also expanded a tad in some areas offering Crowe 
even more room to impress. 
 
Dan Evans 
Van Heflin couldn't have been a better Dan Evans in the early version.  The role called for a straightforward man, feeling a 
hardship and dejection from his family, who will make whatever sacrifice was needed to correct the situations.  The Dan Evans in 
the newer version also had more layers added.  In addition to the initial problems in the earlier version, this Dan had also lost a leg 
in the Civil War, further complicating his completing his goals.  No one could have done any better than Christian Bale.  He's an 
actor that brings total believability to every role he tackles. 
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Emma Nelson -- Ben's love interest 
It's a very minor part.  Felicia Farr was a very popular actress in the 1950s.  She was sexy and alluring and her short screen time 
with Ford was believable.  Vinessa Shaw has made more than 30 feature films, but is still relatively unknown.  The main 
difference in the scenes with her and Crowe is that the times have changed, and the script has them show more of their one-night 
stand than before.  One interesting note is that in the original, Ben asks if she has blue eyes when he cuddles up behind her.  In the 
new movie it's green eyes. 
 
Alice Evans -- Dan's wife 
Leora Dana was predominately a television actress, but did fine as Dan's wife.  She played up the frustration and nervousness 
when needed, but was never the center of attention.  While Gretchen Mol has basically the same role, her innate beauty is hard to 
ignore.  Her keen curiosity about Ben is far more revealing in the new film, which upped Dan's annoyance of Ben even more.  
While Ben asks in both films if Dan, "Would mind cutting off the fat (of his steak), please.  I don't like fat," Crowe delivers it with 
an amusing undertone you can't help but laugh at. 
 
Charlie Prince 
Ben's right-hand man Charlie Prince has a much larger role in the new film.  Richard Jaeckel has a hard core look about him, and 
fits the limited role of the earlier version.  He looked like just another cowboy, even though he was Ben Wade's main henchman.  
Like other cowboys, he carries a Colt Peacemaker. 
 
In the newer film, Charlie Prince has more layers, and Ben Foster nails his character's role.  He is truly evil, and definitely a man 
you love to hate.  Ben Foster's Charlie Prince carries two Smith & Wesson Schofield Model 3 revolvers in butt-forward holsters, 
designed and built by Will Ghormley.  Prior to filming, Ben Foster was trained in quick draw and spinning techniques by Thell 
Reed to turn him into the cold-blooded killer Charlie Prince.  Ben Foster also wears a distinctive bone-white leather jacket.  Even 
when viewed from afar, there is no doubt which character is in the frame. 
 
The Dawg's Opinion 
I liked both films.  The 1957 version is an entertaining and well made classic.  The story is a good one and the acting is first rate.  I 
can't deny that I was surprised at how much I liked the new 3:10 To Yuma.  Russel Crowe is an engaging Ben Wade and Ben 
Foster is an excellent evil henchman.  I enjoyed the addition of Peter Fonda as Byron McElroy, and the entire scene in which the 
group of good guys escorts Ben Wade to Contention.  The shootout that ensues when Dan escorts Ben to the train is also fun to 
watch. 
 
I own both, and enjoy watching both, but I tend to watch the re-make more often because I think the embellishments enhance the 
story.   
 
By the way, if you enjoy reading Western stories, 3:10 To Yuma is available in two of Elmore Leonard's collections, The 
Complete Western Stories of Elmore Leonard, and Three-Ten to Yuma and Other Stories.  Both are available at Amazon. 
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3:10 To Yuma -- 1957 
 
Glenn Ford as Ben Wade 
Van Heflin as Dan Evans 
Felicia Farr as Emma 
Leora Dana as Alice Evans 
Richard Jaeckel as Charlie Prince 
Robert Emhardt as Grayson Butterfield 
 
Rating: Not Rated 
Directed By:  Delmer Daves 
Written By:  Halsted Welles 
Theater Release:  August 7, 1957 
DVD Release:  2002 
Budget:  Data Not Available 
Box Office:  $1.85 million 
Runtime:  92 minutes 
Studio:  Columbia Pictures 
 
Film Website Rotten Tomatoes Critics Rating 
96% liked it  Average Rating -- 7.6/10 
Film Website Rotten Tomatoes Audience Rating 
78% liked it  Average Rating -- 3.7/5 

3:10 To Yuma -- 2007 
 
Russell Crowe as Ben Wade 
Christian Bale as Dan Evans 
Vinessa Shaw as Emma 
Gretchen Mol as Alice Evans 
Ben Foster as Charlie Prince 
Peter Fonda as Byron McElroy 
Logan Lerman as William Evans, Dan's eldest son 
Dallas Roberts as Grayson Butterfield 
 
Rating:  R 
Directed By:  James Mangold 
Written by Halsted Welles, Michael Brandt 
                          & Derek Haas 
Theater Release:  September 7, 2007 
DVD Release:  January 8, 2008 
Budget:  $55 Million 
Box Office:  $70 Million 
Runtime:  122 minutes 
Studio:  Columbia Pictures 
 
Film Website Rotten Tomatoes Critics Rating 
89% liked it  Average Rating -- 7.5/10 
Film Website Rotten Tomatoes Audience Rating 
86% liked it  Average Rating -- 3.8/5 
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Nearly everyone in the film carries a Colt Peacemaker 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dan Evans carries a cool sawed-off double barreled 
hammer shotgun 

 
 
 

The rifles carried were Winchester '92s 
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Dan Evans carries a Spencer 1860 Carbine.  In a couple of 
scenes we also see his son William carrying the Spencer. 

�
 
 
 

The Mexican sharpshooter Campos carries a Colt Model 
1855 fitted with a full length telescopic sight and converted 

to fire metallic cartridges. 
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One of Weathers' deputies places a Henry 1860 on the 
ground when surrendering to Wade's gang. 

Above Dan Evan's Spencer carbine in his rifle rack is a 
Springfield 1861 rifle.  The Indians who attack the group in 
the canyons use saddle ring carbine versions of these rifles.  
Ben Wade takes these rifles back to the group after killing 

them. 

 
 

 
 

Both of the gunners inside the coach are armed with 
Winchester 1873 Saddle Ring Carbines.  Doc Potter also 

carries one of these rifles while at Dan Evan's house, 
waiting for a new wheel for the coach.  Ben Wade is seen 

carrying one of these rifles back after killing the attacking 
Indians. 

 

 
A Winchester 1866 "Yellow Boy" is used by one of the town 

members when Charlie Prince offers $200 to each man 
willing to shoot Dan Evans before he can take Ben Wade to 

the 3:10 train to Yuma. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Both Dan Evans and his son William carry Colt 1851 Navy 
revolvers with Richards-Mason conversions to fire metallic 

cartridges. 

Single Action Army revolvers are carried by several 
characters in the film, most notably Ben Wade, whose gun 
has custom grips with gold crosses, nicknamed "The Hand 

of God".  The gun is said to be cursed as anyone who 
touches it other than Wade dies.  Wade keeps the gun in a 

special holster designed by Will Ghormley.   
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Charlie Prince carries two Smith & Wesson Schofield 
Model 3 revolvers in butt-forward holsters designed and 

built by Will Ghormley. 
 

Ben Foster and Russell Crowe were trained in the film by 
Thell Reed, a world renowned quick draw shooter, labeled 
"The Fastest Gun Alive" by the Colt company.  Mr. Reed 

has worked as a weapons trainer in many films.  

 
 

Marshal Weathers surrenders his Colt 1860 Army to 
Wade's gang. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tucker keeps a Remington 1875 as his sidearm in the film.  
Many of the hired town members in Contention also use 

1875 revolvers when trying to kill Dan Evans. 

 
 
 

The Spencer 1882 shotgun is carried by one of the deputies 
who apprehends Ben Wade  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

A cool double barreled shotgun with the barrel sawed down 
to short length is carried by Byron McElroy until his death 

and later by Dan Evans 
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" BULLETS OF THE CHAMPIONS" 
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